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Rotorua 

Welcome to New Zealand
A land of awe-inspiring beauty, fascinating wildlife and hobbits.
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How to get there 
Fly from London to Christchurch in the South Island or Auckland 
in the North Island in approximately 24 hours, with a stop 
en route. Choose from a handful of award-winning airlines, 
including Air New Zealand, Singapore Airlines and Emirates, and 
start your adventure from the moment you step on board. Catch 
up on the latest films, track your journey and listen to a range of 
music genres. Recline with a good book, enjoy complimentary 
beverages and snacks, or upgrade to Premium Economy or 
Business Class for that extra touch of luxury. 

Stopovers 
If you want to break up your journey, why not add a stopover? 
Soak up the glamour of LA (1), hit the shopping malls in Dubai 
(2) or stroll through China Town in Singapore (3). Not only will 
this break up the journey, you’ll also have the chance to adjust to 
the change in time zone and experience a new, exciting city.

Getting around
Set across two main islands, New Zealand is an easy 
country to travel around. To get from the North Island to 
the South Island (or vice versa) there are daily domestic 
flights and plenty of passenger and vehicle ferries that link 
the two islands. 

New Zealand is an ideal road trip destination (see p.8). 
Epic scenery, well-maintained roads and manageable 
distances – you can see a lot behind the wheel in just two 
weeks. New Zealanders also drive on the left hand side of the 
road, just like us. Alternatively, you can join an escorted tour 
for a hassle-free way to see all the country’s highlights.

Top reasons to visit
1. Breathtaking views and scenery
2. Maori culture (see p.14)
3. Adventure (see p.4)
4. Unique wildlife
5. Food and wine (see p.20)

Popular sights
1.  Rotorua’s mud pools, geysers and hot springs
2. The pretty and picturesque Hobbiton™ movie set
3.   Fabulous coastline and world-famous vineyards at 

Hawke’s Bay
4.  Queenstown, the adventure capital of New Zealand
5.  Milford Sound’s magnificent peaks and fiordlands

NEW 
ZEALAND

UK

32
1

Queenstown

Fast facts
Currency – New Zealand Dollar 
(NZD)

Time difference – GMT +11 to +12

Flying time – Approx. 24 hours

Size – 268,021 km² (across two 
islands)

Approximate driving times –

• Auckland to Rotorua = 3 hours 
• Rotorua to Wellington = 6 hours  
• Nelson to Christchurch = 6 hours 
• Christchurch to Dunedin = 6 hours 
• Dunedin to Queenstown = 4 hours

Climate – 
Summer: Dec to Feb  
Temperatures 21 - 32˚C 

Autumn: Mar to May 
Temperatures 7- 21˚C 

Winter: Jun to Aug 
Temperatures 1.5- 15.5˚C 

Spring: Sep to Nov 
Temperatures 4.5 - 8˚C

Top Tip – Avoid the crowds by 
travelling in New Zealand’s spring 
or autumn.

Rotorua

Te Anua

Our magazine is named after HMS Endeavour, the first 
seagoing vessel to reach the East Coast of Australia in 1770, when 
Captain Cook went ashore at what is now known as Botany Bay. 367 reviews

Service Rating
99%
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Siberia Experience  
Combining a scenic flight, bush walk 
and jet boat safari, this half-day tour  
is the ultimate wilderness adventure in 
Mount Aspiring National Park. Take to 
the skies on a 25-minute flight to see 
the rugged mountains, glaciers, lakes, 
hanging valleys and vast rainforests. 
Next you’ll spend three hours bush 
walking through the Siberia Valley, 
before ending the adventure with  
a 30-minute thrilling jet boat ride  
on the Wilkin River.

Siberia Experience from  
£255 per person

Hukafalls Jet   
This is a fun, adrenaline-
pumping jet boat ride of 
80-kilometre speeds and 
360-degree spins along the 
beautiful Waikato River. Whizz 
past native bush, sheer cliffs 
and natural hot springs, before 
reaching the majestic Huka 
Falls. Suitable for all ages, this 
is a must-do experience whilst 
staying in Taupo. 

Hukafalls Jet from £69  
per person

Glacier Heli-hike 
The West Coast’s glacier region is home to some 
of the most remote and rugged landscapes 
in the country. And there’s no better way to 
experience them than with a Fox Glacier heli-
hike. This fly-in, fly-out heli-hike combines the 
excitement of walking on a glacier with the thrill 
of a helicopter flight. Your experienced guide will 
lead you past ice caves and arches, then into the 
middle of the glacier for incredible views of the 
dramatic upper icefall and Victoria Falls.

Fox Glacier heli-hike from £259  
per person

Tongariro Crossing 
Heralded as one of New Zealand’s best single-
day treks, the Tongariro Crossing takes you 
through spectacular volcanic terrain. You’ll pass 
steaming vents and hot springs, old lava flows, 
beautiful water-filled craters and stunning views. 
On a clear day you can see Mount Taranaki in the 
west, Mount Ngauruhoe, the Kaimanawa Ranges, 
Lake Taupo and beyond.

Tongariro Crossing day walk from £510  
per person

Be inspired at austravel.com or call our Travel Designers on 01293 845123* to book your dream holiday to New Zealand.
*Calls from UK landlines cost the standard rate, but calls from mobiles may be higher. Check with your network provider. 5

TOP 10 
New Zealand adventures

One wildly beautiful country, across two diverse islands equals hundreds of 
unforgettable adventures. Here are the top ten epic experiences that  

New Zealand has to offer.

Abel Tasman: Kayaks, Seals and Walking
A multi-activity day tour which takes you through the 
beautiful Abel Tasman National Park located on the northern 
tip of the South Island. After a scenic boat trip to Torrent Bay, 
you’ll hop in a kayak and paddle to Split Apple Rock, followed 
by lunch on one of Abel Tasman’s numerous golden beaches. 
Then cruise to Onetahuti, passing the seal colony on Tonga 
Island, where you’ll disembark and enjoy a two-hour guided 
coastal walk. 

Abel Tasman kayaking tour from £122 per person

2

3

4 51
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Safari of the Scenes
Nomad Safaris takes you on an immersive 4WD 
tour into the fantasy landscapes of Middle Earth. 
As one of New Zealand’s original Lord of the 
Rings tour companies, you’ll be in the hands of  
a knowledgeable local guide who’ll give you front 
row seats to the outstanding natural beauty 
featured in the films. 

Safari of the Scenes tour from  
£105 per person

Skyline Gondola and Luge 
Queenstown
Queenstown’s Skyline offers the country’s 
ultimate gondola and luge experience. Take a 
scenic uphill ride on the steepest gondola lift in 
the Southern Hemisphere where the views are 
absolutely breathtaking! At the top enjoy walking 
tracks, cycling trails, cultural experiences and 
great dining options, before your descent on the 
thrilling downhill luge tracks.

Skyline Gondola and Luge from  
£30 per person

Whale Watch Kaikoura
Kaikoura is renowned for being one of the best 
places in the world to go whale watching. Spot 
sperm and humpback whales, plus dolphins, 
seals and penguins year-round. Experience 
seeing these magnificent creatures in their 
natural environment and remember – keep  
your camera handy as sightings are frequent  
and plentiful!

Whale Watch Kaikoura tour from  
£91 per person

Funyaks
Funyak drift is an amazing journey into 
the heart of the world-renowned Mount 
Aspiring National Park. Once you’re 
dropped off by jet boat, you’ll gently 
paddle along Dart River in a unique 
funyak inflatable canoe. Explore the 
crystal-clear waters of Dart River as 
well as hidden streams, rock pools and 
dramatic chasms. Then return on a back-
country route via ‘Middle Earth’ locations 
used in the Lord of the Rings films.

Dart River Funyaks from  
£192 per person

SkyWalk Auckland
Warning: not for those with a fear of 
heights. This is an exhilarating walk around 
the outside of Auckland’s Sky Tower. 
Though you’re harnessed in, there are no 
handrails, nothing but the city 192 metres 
below. You do however have spectacular 
360-degree panoramic views of Auckland, 
its hills, the harbour and the islands 
beyond. If you’re feeling really brave,  
you can jump off the tower too! 

SkyWalk Auckland from  
£87 per person

6
7 9
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MOTORHOMING 
 AROUND NEW ZEALAND

Explore New Zealand in your own time with the freedom of a motorhome 
holiday. With a range of incredible sights across the North and South Islands, 

New Zealand is the ultimate road trip destination. Forget hours on end 
behind the wheel, the journey in itself is a spectacle of the most spellbinding 

landscapes you’ll ever see. What’s more, with your accommodation in 
tow, you’ll be able to see so much more of this magnificent country. From 

Auckland to Christchurch, here we’ve put together a suggested 26-day self-
drive itinerary where you can tick off all the major highlights in one epic trip.

Auckland: As New Zealand’s main international 
gateway, your journey starts in this lively harbour 
city filled with museums, galleries and world-class 
dining.

 “We found hiring a motorhome one 
of the best ways to travel around 
New Zealand. There’s also some 
fantastic campsites in absolutely 
stunning locations. You’d be hard 
pushed to find a hotel room with 

equally beautiful views!”
TOM, TRAVEL DESIGNER

WHAT OUR EXPERTS SAY...

Bay of Islands: The subtropical Bay of Islands 
region is a must-visit for beach lovers and offers  
a whole host of water activities including cruising, 
kayaking, dolphin spotting and more.

DAY 
1

DAYS 
2-3

Coromandel Peninsula: A popular holiday 
hotspot for locals and tourists alike, the coast here 
is brimming with dreamy beaches and sublime 
coastal scenery including Hot Water Beach and the 
famous Cathedral Cove. 

Rotorua: Next stop, the heart of the North Island. 
Home to bubbling mud pools, shooting geysers 
and natural hot springs, Rotorua is a geothermal 
wonderland with a powerful Maori heritage.

PAIHIA

AUCKLAND

NELSON

SOUTH
ISLAND

NORTH
ISLAND

Pacific Ocean

Pacific Ocean

STEWART
ISLAND

WELLINGTON

DUNEDIN

CHRISTCHURCH

QUEENSTOWN

COROMANDEL

ROTORUA

NAPIER

GREYMOUTH

FRANZ JOSEF

WANAKA

TE ANAU

1

2-3

  16-
17

  12-
13

4-5

6-7

  10-
11

8-9

  14-
15

  18-
19

  24-
25

  20-
21

  22-
23

  26
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Dunedin: Rich in Scottish heritage, 
Dunedin is home to fascinating 
architecture such as Larnach Castle and 

the grand railway station. Also don’t miss the 
chance to drive the Otago Peninsula to find 
incredible wildlife including colonies of the world’s 
rarest penguin. 

11
Be inspired at austravel.com or call our Travel Designers on 01293 845123* to book your dream holiday to New Zealand.

*Calls from UK landlines cost the standard rate, but calls from mobiles may be higher. Check with your network provider.

About Apollo Motorhomes
Apollo have a range of modern motorhomes available, from two 
beds to six beds, meaning you can travel between your chosen 
destinations with ease, stopping where and when you wish. Other 
benefits include:

•  Free unlimited miles
•  24-hour roadside assistance
•  One-way rentals available (fees apply)
•  Pick up/drop off locations in Auckland and Christchurch

If you like the idea of booking a motorhome holiday, just ask one of 
our Travel Designers for more details and they’ll be happy to help 
you piece together your ideal itinerary.

Queenstown: On the shores of Lake Wakatipu 
lies the country’s ‘adventure capital’ Queenstown 
where you can ski, paraglide, bungee, skydive, go 
tobogganing, or simply soak up the town’s 
picturesque surroundings. 

  25-
26

Nelson: After the scenic inter-island ferry journey from Wellington to Picton 
(3 hours), travel on to Nelson where you’ll have the chance to explore the 
world-class Marlborough wine region or enjoy the many coastal activities 
available in the stunning Abel Tasman National Park.

Te Anau: The home of the South Island’s largest 
lake and an ideal base from which to explore the 
natural wilderness of Fiordland National Park, 
including the enchanting scenery of Milford and 
Doubtful Sound. 

Greymouth: 
Make a pit 
stop in 

Greymouth as you 
make your way down 
the wild, rugged West 
Coast. From here, you 
have the choice to visit 
some of the South 
Island’s most 
impressive national 
parks including 
Arthur’s Pass, Aoraki 
(Mount Cook) and 
Westland.  

Wanaka:  
The tranquil 
waters of 

Lake Wanaka are ideal 
for jet boating, sailing 
and kayaking, while in 
the winter months 
(Jun-Aug) skiers flock 
here from all over the 
world for the superb 
skiing. Alternatively, sit 
back and relax in a 
shore-front café 
soaking up the gorgeous 
lake views.  

Franz Josef: 
On the 
doorstep of 

this cosy town you’ll 
find the Westland’s 
jaw-dropping glacier 
region where guided 
ice walks and heli-hikes 
are exciting ways to see 
the mighty Franz Josef 
and Fox Glaciers. 

Christchurch: Finish 
your motorhome 
adventure in ‘The 
Garden City’ where you 
can explore beautiful 
parklands or be 
inspired by the 
creative, pop-up 
culture of this  
urban hotspot.

TAKE ME THERE
26 days New Zealand self-drive 

Prices from £1,129 per person
Includes: 25nts Apollo motorhome and  

return international flights. 
Based on selected travel Sep 17

Napier: Napier is an exquisite Art Deco city 
which makes for a great stop off, if not to 
admire the architecture, then to sample the 
delicious wines of the surrounding Hawke’s  
Bay vineyards. 

ENDEAVOUR    Motorhoming around New Zealand

DAYS 
8-9

DAYS 
12-13

DAYS 
14 -15

DAYS 
16 -17

DAYS 
18 -19

DAYS 
20-21

DAYS 
24-25

DAYS 
22-23

DAY 
26

Wellington: 
Culture, coffee 
and outdoor 

adventure sum up the 
nation’s capital – 
Wellington is a vibrant 
coastal city that offers 
something for everyone. 
Make sure you visit Te 
Papa – New Zealand’s 
national museum – a trip 
on Wellington’s cable car 
is another must.  

DAYS 
10 -11
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Nestled on the shores of the stunning Marlborough 

Sounds, the Bay of Many Coves is a tranquil 
hideaway where you can relax and enjoy this natural 

paradise. Sit out on your private balcony taking 
in the glorious views or with a host of wildlife on 

your doorstep, explore the native bush on one 
of the many walking tracks. The sheltered cove is 

also often frequented by dolphins, orcas and seals. 
Book a stay in this luxury eco-marine haven for an 

unforgettable New Zealand experience.

ADD TO MY TRIP
3 nights from £459 per person

Based on selected travel Sep 17

A VIEW WITH  
A ROOM

Bay of Many Coves
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DAY   
Morning 
If you love the The Lord of the Rings trilogy, then 
a Hobbiton™ movie set tour is a must. About 
an hour’s drive from the centre of Rotorua and 
you arrive at The Shire. Set on some of New 
Zealand’s most picturesque farmland, this half 
day guided tour will enable you to learn the tricks 
of the camera, explore hobbit holes and sample 
a Hobbit Southfarthing beverage at the famous 
Green Dragon Inn. Whether you’re a fan or not, 
it’s a great way to experience the tricks and 
technical magic of a working film set. These tours 
do sell out quickly, so be sure to pre-book well in 
advance to avoid disappointment.

Hobbiton™ movie set tour from £67 per person

72 HOURS
in Rotorua 

 From hobbits to hangi feasts, how to spend three days  
in the geothermal wonderland that is Rotorua...

Afternoon
There’s a reason Rotorua is renowned as the 
heartland of New Zealand’s Maori culture and 
heritage. It’s here that you can experience 
traditional Maori music, art, hospitality, food and 
much more. One of the best ways to do this is at 
the Tamaki Maori Village where you’ll be 
introduced to a world of ancient legend and enjoy 
a night of authentic Maori entertainment. This 3.5 
hour evening experience includes a welcoming 
ceremony in 200-year-old tawa forest, warrior 
training, learning the famous haka, wood carving 
and facial tattooing. You’ll also dine on a 
traditional hangi feast (food cooked on heated 
rocks buried in a pit oven) while watching a 
powerful cultural performance of song and dance.

Tamaki Maori Village hangi and concert from 
£67 per person

Pohutu Geyser

DAY  
Morning 
Home to the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts 
Institute and the world-famous Pohutu Geyser, 
Te Puia is one of Rotorua’s top attractions and 
a must-do while visiting the area. Encounter 
spectacular geothermal sights phenomenon such 
as bubbling mud and water pools. However, the 
star of the show remains the Pohutu Geyser. She 
erupts once or twice every hour and can reach 
heights of 30 metres. Te Puia also offers the 
chance to meet New Zealand’s national icon, the 
kiwi - an endangered flightless bird. Plus, learn 
about how Maoris use native plants for food, 
medicine and handcrafts on a guided bushwalk.

Te Puia tour and cultural performance from  
£31 per person

Afternoon
After all this geothermal activity, the only way to 
end your day of adventure is to see a real volcano. 
Departing from Lake Rotorua, experience the 
thrill of a floatplane as you fly towards the Crater 
Lakes district and the volcanic peaks of Mount 
Tarawera. At 3,680 feet, this majestic volcano 
dominates the surrounding landscape and its 
1886 eruption was the largest eruption in New 
Zealand’s living memory. Included in the flight 
are the steaming cliffs and stunning lakes of the 
Waimangu Thermal Valley. On return to Rotorua 
you’ll also pass the geysers of Whakarewarewa 
Thermal Reserve and over the city before a fun 
landing back on Lake Rotorua.

Volcanic Air floatplane tour from £142 per 
person

 “The Hobbiton™ movie set tour 
is a fantastic trip for The Lord of 

the Rings fans. You get to visit the 
film set for The Shire and actually 
walk around the hobbit houses and 

gardens. Make sure you try one 
of the exclusive ales at The Green 

Dragon Inn too!” 
PAUL, TRAVEL DESIGNER

WHAT OUR EXPERTS SAY...

Hobbiton™ movie set tour

Tamaki Maori Village

ENDEAVOUR    72 hours in Rotorua
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A DAY IN 
THE LIFE
Milford Sound Skipper  
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DAY  
Morning 
Spend your last day in Rotorua relaxing, or better 
yet, pampering yourself. Famously known as 
‘Nature’s Spa of the South Pacific’, Rotorua is 
the perfect place for some holiday R&R. Why 
not experience New Zealand’s only mud baths 
at Hell’s Gate? Indulge in a traditional Maori Miri 
Miri massage or there’s plenty of mud therapies 
at Wai Ora Day Spa to choose from. Prefer to 
keep clean? Enjoy unique spa therapies at the 
Polynesian Spa in mineral hot pools (there’s 26 of 
them) overlooking native forest and the calming 
views of Lake Rotorua.

Afternoon 
Enjoy your final afternoon exploring Rotorua at 
your leisure. Take a walk around the city following 
the walking trail signs or discover the beautiful 
Government Gardens (also the location of the 
Polynesian Spa); a sacred Maori site which is 
home to museums, galleries and baths. Here 
you’ll find Rotorua Museum where the region’s 
rich Maori culture, volatile volcanic landscape and 
dramatic history all come to life in award-winning 
exhibitions. You’ll need at least two hours to get 
round it all, or more if you want to thoroughly 
explore the museum. In the evening, head for 
Skyline Rotorua where you’ll enjoy a gentle uphill 
gondola ride with magnificent vistas of Rotorua 
and surrounds. At the top, your table with a 
view and the culinary delights of Stratosfare 
Restaurant await. 

Where to stay 
3nts at the four-star Novotel Rotorua Lakeside 
from £155 per person 
3nts at the five-star Regent of Rotorua from 
£189 per person

Where to next 
Heading north: Coromandel Peninsula, Auckland 
and Bay of Islands 
Heading south: Lake Taupo, Tongariro National 
Park (see p. 4) and Hawke’s Bay (see p. 20)

Polynesian Spa

White Island
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It’s possible that Deon Johnson from Real Journeys has the best job in the 
world. His ‘office’ is one of the most beautiful places on the planet,  

Milford Sound on New Zealand’s South Island. Here’s how Deon spends 
his days (and nights) cruising these spectacular fiordlands.

Q. What steered you towards your 
profession? 

I was originally a professional fisherman, as were 
my father and grandfather before me so I’ve 
always had a connection to the sea. However, I’m 
a sociable person, so eight years ago I decided I’d 
much rather work in tourism than on my own. 

Q. What does a typical day of a skipper 
involve?

I get up before dawn to make all my engine and 
boat checks. Then we set sail so guests can 
enjoy the stunning views of Milford Sound over 
breakfast. At some stage we moor or anchor for 
some kayaking and we get the tender boats off 
the back for close-up sightseeing. Aside from 
that, it’s navigating the vessel and making sure 
everything runs smoothly. We have an open 
wheelhouse policy so I spend a lot of my time 
talking to our guests on board.  

Q. What’s your favourite part of where you 
live and work? 
Every day is different in Milford Sound. When it 
rains the waterfalls are pumping; when the sun 
shines you can see for miles; at certain times of 
the year you see Fiordland crested penguins, 
dolphins and even whales. Then sometimes it 
snows! No two days are the same.  

Q. What’s the most enjoyable part of  
your job? 
Sharing the beauty of Milford Sound with people 
from different cultures and backgrounds. They 
are always blown away with the scenery, which 
makes me proud to be a Kiwi. I always learn 
something new about the world from them too.

Q. What do you find most challenging?
The weather – when it’s windy in the fiord, 
navigating the vessel requires a lot of concentration. 
Especially when we’re trying to get up close to  
the waterfalls. 

Q. Why would you recommend people visit 
Milford Sound?

Milford Sound is one of those incredibly impactful 
places that you have to experience to understand.  
Its sheer scale is something you won’t find 
anywhere else and you won’t forget! And don’t 
worry about the weather. People sometimes forget 
it’s a rainforest and the rain makes Milford Sound 
and all its waterfalls come alive.

Q. What do people experience on your tour?

Whether it’s one of our nature or overnight trips, 
guests experience an unforgettable cruise on a 
comfortable boat with a super-friendly crew who 
serve up great food. They’ll see some beautiful 
waterfalls, amazing views and wildlife.

Q. What is the most memorable experience 
you’ve had on the job?

I’d say some of the sunsets on the Tasman Sea and 
meeting my future wife on the job!

Q. Who is the most interesting person you’ve 
met on the job and why? 

Apart from my wife, the person that really sticks 
in my mind was having New Zealand’s Governor-
General – Lieutenant General Sir Jerry Mateparae 
– on board for an overnight cruise last season.

Q.  When you’re not working, what do you 
do on your days off – what are your other 
interests?

We work seven pretty long days on and seven days 
off, so I really like to relax on my days off – with a 
little bit of fishing, of course. 

Q. If you could give one reason why people 
should visit Milford Sound, what would it be?

If you come all the way to New Zealand you’ll 
regret not visiting Milford Sound. It’s not called the 
eighth wonder of the world for nothing – trust me! 
The overnight cruise is the best way to experience 
it too because we’re virtually on our own in the 
mornings and evenings which are the best times  
of the day on the fiord. 

ENDEAVOUR    A day in the life
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Milford Mariner

Te Anau

ADD TO MY TRIP
Real Journeys Milford Mariner  

Overnight Cruise 
Prices from £209 per person

Deon Johnson
Occupation:  
Skipper on the Milford 
Mariner
Location:  
Milford Sound, Fiordland 
National Park 
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 “Just an hour and a half from Wellington, 
head to Martinborough for some of New 
Zealand’s best pinot noirs. The village 

is also a key stop-off on the Classic New 
Zealand Wine Trail.”
JAMES, TRAVEL DESIGNER

WHAT OUR EXPERTS SAY...

Wine regions of New Zealand
For a small country, New Zealand leads the way when it comes to wine 

tourism, producing some of the most exquisite New World wines.  
But do you know your Kiwi merlots from your pinots? Here we introduce 
New Zealand’s top wine regions, the wines they produce and the famous 

blends you simply need to try.

Marlborough, South Island
The most prolific of New Zealand’s wine regions, 
Marlborough produces upwards of 200,000 
tonnes of wine every vintage. That’s over 75 per 
cent of New Zealand’s total wine production. 
Though it’s the region’s delicious sauvignon 
blanc that places Marlborough firmly on the 
international wine stage.

•   How to get there: The Interislander ferry 
from Wellington to Picton will take you into the 
heart of the Marlborough Sounds. Alternatively, 
base yourself in the sunny town of Blenheim.

•   Marlborough’s top wine varieties: Sauvignon 
blanc, riesling and chardonnay.

•   Marlborough’s famous winemakers: Villa 
Maria, Brancott Estate and Oyster Bay. 

Hawke’s Bay, North Island
This is New Zealand’s second largest and one 
of its oldest wine regions. With its abundant 
sunshine and fertile soil, Hawke’s Bay is ideal 
for grape growing and produces a wide range 
of varieties, red and white. Located on the east 
coast of the North Island, the region also boasts 
stunning rural and coastal landscapes – another 
great reason to visit. 

•   How to get there: Stay in the art-deco city of 
Napier, a four-hour drive north or a one-hour 
flight from Wellington.

•   Hawke’s Bay top wine varieties: Chardonnay, 
cabernet sauvignon and merlot.

•   Hawke’s Bay famous winemakers: Te Mata 
Estate, Craggy Range and Clearview Estate.

Central Otago, South Island
Home to over 80 wineries, Central Otago in the 
heart of the South Island is renowned for its 
production of Burgundy-style grapes. Pinot noir 
is the grape that lines the vineyards here, and 
though it’s a notoriously difficult wine to make 
well, Otago’s pinot noirs are some of the best in 
the world. 

•   How to get there: Only a two hour drive from 
Queenstown, an easy day trip. 

•   Central Otago’s top wine varieties: Pinot 
noir, pinot grigio and Riesling.

•   Central Otago’s famous winemakers: Two 
Paddocks (owned by actor, Sam Neill), Wooing 
Tree Vineyard and Felton Road Vineyard.

Wellington (Wairarapa), North Island
Close to New Zealand’s capital, Wellington, the 
Wairarapa wine region is a popular weekend 
destination with locals and tourists alike. Set 
against a panoramic mountain backdrop, the  
area is dotted with quaint little towns nestled 
between rolling fields of sheep, olives and grapes. 
The perfect gourmet getaway.

•    How to get there: The town of 
Martinborough, in the heart of Wairarapa,  
is just over an hour’s drive from Wellington.

•    Wairarapa’s top wine varieties: Pinot noir, 
sauvignon blanc and syrah.

•   Wairarapa’s famous winemakers: Palliser 
Estate, Dry River Wines and Martinborough 
Vineyard.

ENDEAVOUR   Wine regions of New Zealand

Wairarapa

Marlborough

Hawkes’s Bay Central Otago

TAKE ME THERE
16 days New Zealand Wine Discovery self-drive

Prices from £2,395 per person
Includes: car hire and return  

international flights.
 Based on selected travel Nov 17
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APT’S  
NEW ZEALAND 

GETAWAY

Sit back and enjoy  
the view 

This 15-day APT premium guided tour covers New Zealand’s North and 
South Islands, travelling from Auckland to Christchurch. It’s the perfect 
option for first time visitors who want to see as much of the country as 

they can, without the stress of planning the journey. 

What’s included: 
•   A range of special excursions and events with 

APT’s immersive ‘Insider Experiences’ 

•   15 breakfasts, five dinners and three feature 
dinners 

•   Travelmarvel Tour Director, plus local guides 
in select locations 

•   Arrival and departure transfers in New 
Zealand 

•  Luggage porterage and tipping

The APT difference:  
•   Experienced guides, drivers and tour directors

•   Hand-picked premium accommodation

•   Unique dining experiences with  
local fare

•   Sightseeing opportunities – iconic sights and 
hidden gems

APT offer two styles of touring to suit all 
budgets – for a range of escorted touring 
options including APT's Luxury itineraries 
visit austravel.com/apt. 

ENDEAVOUR   APT’s New Zealand Getaway
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START 
DAY 1 – Arrive Auckland: Enjoy  
a day at leisure exploring the city.

DAY 3 – Bay Of Islands: Relax on the 
beach and explore the wilderness areas.

DAY 4 – Bay Of Islands, Auckland: 
Look out for dolphins on the Hole 
in the Rock cruise. 

DAY 5 – Auckland, 
Waitomo, Rotorua: Visit 
the caves of Waitomo and 
enjoy a traditional hangi 
feast in Rotorua. 

DAY 6 – Rotorua: 
Visit this geothermal 
wonderland of geysers 
and bubbling mud pools.

DAY 7 – Rotorua, Taupo, 
Wellington: See the 
largest freshwater lake 
in Australasia and World 
Heritage-listed Tongariro 
National Park.

DAY 8 – Wellington, Cook Strait, 
Christchurch: Enjoy a scenic 
voyage on the Interislander ferry 
across the Cook Strait.

DAY 9 – Christchurch, Fox Glacier: 
Travel through the Southern Alps 
taking in the icy crests of Fox and 
Franz Josef glaciers.

DAY 10 – Fox Glacier, 
Queenstown: Journey 
through spectacular Haast 
Pass, skirting the shores of 
lakes Wanaka and Hawea. 

DAY 11 – Queenstown: 
Spend this day relaxing 
in your lakeside setting 
or enjoy one of the 
excursions available. 

DAY 12 –  
Queenstown, 
Milford Sound,  
Te Anau: Cruise  
Milford Sound with 
stunning views of 
cascading waterfalls, 
dense rainforest  
and mountains. 

DAY 13 – Te Anau, Dunedin: 
Take an intriguing tour of 
Lanarch Castle, New Zealand’s 
only castle. 

DAY 14 – Dunedin, Mt Cook, Lake Tekapo: 
Journey into Mt Cook National Park to view 
Australasia’s highest mountain. 

DAY 2 – Auckland, Bay Of Islands: 
Take a walk to see the largest  
and most celebrated kauri tree,  
Tane Mahuta.

TAKE ME THERE
15 day APT New Zealand Getaway 

escorted tour 
Prices from £3,699 per person 

Includes: return international flights
Based on selected travel Sep 17- Feb 18

FINISH 
DAY 15 – Lake Tekapo, depart Christchurch: 
Enjoy a morning at Lake Tekapo and visit the 
famous Church of the Good Shepherd. 
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